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Included  in  this  issue's  list  of  new  environmental  impact  statements 
(EIS)  is  one  prepared  by  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
(DUES)  for  the  controversial  Bridger  Pines  subdivision  near  Rridger  Bowl 
in  Gallatin  County.  It  is  perhaps  the  most  detailed  and  extensive  EIS 
ever  prepared  by  DHES  for  removal  of  sanitary  restrictions  from  a  sub- 
division. 

Bridger  Pines,  encompassing  30  acres  and  60  individual  dwelling  and 
condominium  units,  is  the  first  development  in  an  area  zoned  for  high  density 
use.  The  ultimate  development,  according  to  the  EIS,  would  include  965 
living  units,  a  commercial  area  with  three  lounge  restaurants  and  three 
stores,  and  a  50  unit  motel. 

Two  very  serious  environmental  problems  confront  the  development  of 
Bridger  Pines  and  the  proposed  high  density  area  according  to  the  EIS.  One 
is  that  "existing  conditions  make  adequate  sewage  treatment  and  disposal 
very  difficult  if  not  impossible  and/or  economically  unfeasible."  The 
second  is  that  "there  is  some  doubt  about  how  much  groundwater  is  avail- 
able in  the  area  and  surface  water  sources  also  appear  to  be  quite  limited." 


Three  alternate  methods  of  sewage  treatment  have  been  proposed  by 
the  Bridger  Pines  developer  for  the  ultimate  high  density  development: 
two  alternative  on-site  systems  giving  secondary  treatment  and  nutrient 
removal,  and  disposal  by  hauling  the  entire  out-flow  to  a  remote  lagoon. 
Both  centralized  systems  are  extremely  costly  and  the  hauling  proposal, 
over  mountain  roads  to  a  laaoon  on  the  other  side  of  Battle  Ridge  Pass, 
has  met  with  a  great  deal  of  criticism.  The  DHES  does  not  intend  to  make 
a  decision  with  respect  to  these  proposed  treatment  alternatives  until  a 
master  plan  is  prepared  and  development  in  the  area  proceeds. 

Meanwhile  a  scaled-down  hauling  system  has  been  proposed  for  Bridger 
Pines.  Sewage  would  be  carried  on  a  3,500  gallon  tank  truck  to  another 
lagoon  to  the  south  and  east  of  the  Bridger  Bowl  area.  The  EIS  has  this 
to  say  about  the  hauling  method: 

"...truck  hauling  of  sewage. . .should  have  little  impact 
on  the  environment;  however,  if  the  hauling  method  is 
used,  there  might  be  increased  traffic  hazards  and  a 
potential  pollution  problem  or  nuisance  problem  should 
tank  trucks  hauling  sewage  be  involved  in  traffic 
accidents. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  a  system  for  Bridger 
Pines  involving  truck  transportation  of  sewage  could 
be  developed  to  meet  standards  relating  to  collection, 
treatment  and  disposal  of  domestic  wastewater." 
Heat  in  the  Bridger  Pines  subdivision  would  be  electric  supplemented 
by  fireplaces.  All  utility  lines  would  be  underground  and  impacts  on  wild- 
life would  be  minimal,  according  to  the  EIS. 
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Those  wishing  to  comment  on  the  Bridqer  Pines  EIS  may  receive  a  copy 

by  writinq  to  the  Water  Quality  Bureau,  Environmental  Sciences  Division, 

Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  MT.  59601. 

Reviewers  have  until  January  6,  1974  to  submit  comments.  An  additional 

15  days  is  available  upon  request  from  DHES. 

NEW  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENTS 

STATE 

Date  Received  Subject  Originating  Agency 

12-3-73      Roadside  Weed  Control  Program.  Purpose        Hwy         F 
for  controlling  weeds  and  other  undesirable 
plants  along  Montana's  highways 

12-4-73      Revised  Approach  Standards  for  Montana         Hwy         N 
Highways.  Updating  1969  Standards 

12-4-73       I  90-1(13)39,  Sloway  E  &  W,  I  90-1(40)43,       Hwy  D 

Superior  W.  4-lane,  8.06  mi .  F  254(10), 
Superior-LaVista,  2-lane,  2.2  miles. 

12-5-73      Lake  Hills  Addition  §2   Subdivision  near        DHES         N 
Rig  Fork  in  Flathead  Co.  57  acres.  Klspl. 

12-5-73      Smith  Lake  Vista  Subdivision  near  Kila         DHES         F 
in  Flathead  Co.  72.5  acres.  Klspl. 

12-7-73      Lamb  Estates  Subdivision,  West  Fork  of        DHES        D 
Rock  Creek.  2  1/4  mi.  from  Red  Lodge  in 
Carbon  Co.  5.5  acres. 

12-7-73      Tanglewood  Lake  Estates  Subdivision.  DHES         D 

Located  approx.  7  mi.  W. of  Billings 
in  Yellowstone  Co.  380  acres. 

12-7-73      Bridger  Pines  Subdivision.  Located  NE         DHES        D 
of  Bridger  Bowl  ski  area  in  Bridger  Canyon 
in  Gallatin  Co.  30  acres. 

12-11-73      Arbiter  Hydrometallurgical  Plant  near         DHES         F 
Anaconda.  Hydrometallurgical  operation 
using  the  Arbiter  reduction  process. 
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D  -  Draft  statement 

EW  -  Emergency  Waiver 

F  -  Final  statement 

N  -  Negative  declaration 


Hwy  -  Department  of  Highways 
DHES  -  Department  of  Health  and 

Environmental  Sciences 
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